
H.D. Hapuarachchi vs. Ministry of Education

RTIC Appeal 852/2019- Record of Proceedings under Rule 28 and Motion for Withdrawal of an
Appeal under Rule 30 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal Procedure) -
adopted as part of a formal meeting of the Commission on 06.05.2019.

Commission Member: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa
Commission Member: Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Commission Member: Justice RohiniWalgama

Appellant: H.D. Hapuarachchi

Notice issued to: Designated Officer, Ministry of Education

Appearance/ Represented by:
Appellant – absent
PA – absent

RTI Request filed on 27.08.2018
IO responded on 25.10.2018
First Appeal to DO filed on 05.10.2018
DO responded on No response
Appeal to RTIC filed on 14.11.2018

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by information request dated 27.08.2018 had requested the following information.

1. Does the resources at Gampaha Bandaranayake Vidyalaya come under the Public Property Act?
2. Has the decentralized funds been spent in 2017/2018 for the swimming pool connected to the
Gampaha Bandaranayake College?
3. What is the Ministry / Authority / Department that such money is spent?
4. If spent like that, what is the total amount?
5. Does the Gampaha Bandaranayake Vidyalaya has a clear title to the swimming pool?
6. How is that money spent?
7. What is the date on which the construction work / renovation works related to the Swimming
Pool ended?
8. Is this swimming pool being used by any external party other than school children in Gampaha
Bandaranayake College?
9. If so, what are those parties?
10. Is any fee charged from outsiders who use the swimming pool?
11. What is the institution that issues the receipts for the money received?



12. What is the net income earned by the school development society from 1st January 2017 to
31st July 2018 by the swimming pool?
13. What is the name of the bank and account number that has the money from the swimming
pool? 14. What is the institution that carries out all the administrative and operating activities
including the collection of income from the pool, from 2018.01.01 to this year?
15. Have any recommendations from the Ministry of Education been made to transfer
administrative and operational activities of the pool to the school development society?
16. In accordance with that, what are the steps taken by the school to transfer the pool to the
school development society?

The Information Officer on 25.10.2018 provided responses for the queries raised by the
Appellant Dissatisfied with the response of the Information Officer the Appellant lodged an
appeal with the Designated Officer on 05.10.2018 As the Designated Officer failed to respond
within the time period stipulated under the Act the Appellant preferred an appeal to the
Commission on 14.11.2018.

Matters Arising During the Course of the Hearing:

The Appellant by letter dated 26.04.2019 had informed the Commission, that since he had
received the information requested from the Public Authority after his appeal to the Commission,
he was withdrawing the appeal.

Rule 30 (1) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66
published on 03.02.2017) states that

The Appellant, while an Appeal is pending, may at any time withdraw the Appeal by
forwarding to the Commission a memorandum in writing with reasons stated signed by
himself / herself a copy of which is served on the other party(ies), and the Commission
shall forthwith inform every other party of the withdrawal.

Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 states that

If the Commission is satisfied with the reasons stated for withdrawal in sub-rules (1) and
(2) above, it shall allow the withdrawal of the Appeal.

The Commission, under and in terms of Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission
Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66 published on 03.02.2017), being satisfied of the reasons
provided, permits the withdrawal of the Appeal.

*****


