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R. Balasubramaniam v National Police Commission

RTIC Appeal (Documentary Proceeding)/[RTIC 847]/[2019]- Order adopted as part of the
formal meeting of the Commission on 18/06/2019.

Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 and Record of
Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure).

Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Member: Ms. Kishali Pinto-Jayawardena
Commission Member: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa
Commission Member: Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Commission Member: Justice Rohini Walgama

Appellant: R. Balasubramaniam

Notice issued to: Designated Officer, National Police Commission

RTI Request filed on 17/09/2018
IO responded on No response
First Appeal to DO filed on 08/10/2018
DO responded on 12/10/2018 (acknowledgement)
Appeal to RTIC filed on 14/11/2018

Brief Factual Background:
The Appellant by information request dated 17/09/2018 requested the following information.

1. Individual Report on interrogation of 3 police officers, namely OIC Bandara, SI Rohana
and SI Pathirane attached to Negombo Police who were interrogated by Peliyagoda
Police Crimes on or about 21/24th November 2016 in connection with said Appellant’s
complain to NPC dated 2/05/2016, referred to Peliyagoda Police Crimes division by
National Police Commission.

2. Certified copy of letters received from the DIG/WPN/4N/NE/47/16 in reply to the
Director National Police Commission Mr. Dharmadasa’s letter dated 31/01/2017
bearing ref. NPC/PCID/WP/297/2016 and follow up actions taken by NPC in that regard,
up to the time of RTI Application for information made on 17/09/2018.

As the IO failed to respond within the time period stipulated under the Act the Appellant on
08/10/2018 lodged an appeal with the DO. The DO provided a letter of acknowledgement on
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12/10/2018. However as the DO too failed to respond with the time period stipulated under the
Act the Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 14/11/2018.

Matters Arising During the Course of the Hearing:

The PA tendered written submissions on 11/03/2019, providing a report which was sent to the
Police Commission by the DIG North Western Province to the Senior DIG of the Western
Province dated 02/01/2017. The Appellant stated that this report had not been provided to him.
The Appellant stated that he cannot accept the letter in its present form, as it was uncertified..
The Appellant clarified the second information request, stating that since the PA acknowledged
that harm has been done to him, he should be informed on what follow up actions the PA
proposes to take, such as compensation or other redress/relief to be provided to him.
The Appellant further urged the Commission to prosecute the PA, for inordinate delay and the
failure to provide information within reasonable time.

Order:

A copy of the written submissions tendered by the PA and certified by the Commission will be
provided to the Appellant.

The PA is directed to respond to the second information request within one month of the receipt
of the order. The Appellant may communicate to the Commission as to whether he is satisfied
with the information, within a month therefrom.

The Appeal is concluded.

*****


