
At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

H.M. Jayasekara vs. Land Reform Commission

RTIC Appeal (In-Person Hearing) 595/2018- Order adopted as part of a formal meeting of the

Commission on 25.02.2019.

Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 and Record of

Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal

Procedure)

Chairperson: Mr.Mahinda Gammampila

Commission Members: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran

Justice Rohini Walgama

Appellant: H.M. Jayasekara

Notice Issued to: Chairman, Land Reform Commission

Appearance/Represented by:

Appellant Absent

PA U.T.W. Somikelum, Land Reform Commission

RTI Request filed on 05.03.2018

IO responded on No response

First Appeal to DO filed on 22.04.2018

DO responded on No response

Appeal to RTIC filed on 09.07.2018

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by letter dated 05.03.2018 had requested the following information
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1. Complete details about the procedures and actions taken on the letter bearing reference

No. SID/ P/ A/ 327 of Deputy Labour Commissioner dated 16.03.2016 asking about the

action taken by the PA on the decisions taken by the Special Investigation department of

the Labour Department on the matter relating to the non- payment of salary increments

to the Appellant for 20 years while working as Assistant Director.

2. Whether or not a response has been given by the Director (Finance) of the PA to the

letter no MPI/ 05/07 dated 21.10.2017 sent by the Secretary of the Ministry of Plantation

Industries requesting the information relating to the calculation of pension relating to the

public service of the Appellant.

3. A report on the information requested by the Ministry of Plantation Industries by the

letter no MPI/05/07 dated 21.10.2017.

As the Information Officer failed to respond within the time period stipulated under the Act the

Appellant on 05.03.2018 lodged an appeal with the Designated Officer. As the Designated

Officer too failed to respond within the time period stipulated under the Act the Appellant

preferred an appeal to the Commission on 09.07.2018.

Matters Arising During the Hearing:

The Appellant was absent. It transpired at the Commission that the salary increment due to the

Appellant for three years had not been paid. The Public Authority submitted letter dated

22.02.2019 which stated that the Land Reform Commission at the Commission hearing held on

2016.11.04 rejected the request made earlier by the Appellant for his salary increment. Hence

this decision had been communicated to the Deputy Labour Commissioner, E.C.G. Dabare on

11.05.2018 by the Public Authority. The Public Authority was of the view that the requested

information cannot be released based on the decision taken by the Commission on 04.11.2016.

Order:

The Commission observes that the letter of the Land Reform Commission dated 22.2.2019 to the

Public Authority contains the information that should be provided to the Appellant. The Public

Authority is therefore directed to provide the same to the Appellant and directs the Appellant to
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inform the Commission within one month if he is not satisfied with the response provided by the

Public Authority. Appeal is concluded.

Order is hereby conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27 (3) of the Commission's Rules on

Fees and Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66, 03.02.2017).

************


