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W.M.S.M.B Samarakoon vs. Divisional Secretariat- Haguranketha

RTIC Appeal 324/18 - Record of Proceedings under Rule 28 and Motion for Withdrawal of an
Appeal under Rule 30 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal Procedure) -
adopted as part of a formal meeting of the Commission on 10.10.2018

Chairperson: Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Members: S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran

Director-General: Piyathissa Ranasinghe

Appellant: W.M.S.M.B Samarakoon.
Notice Issued to: Divisional Secretariat- Haguranketha

RTI Request filed on 08.03.2018
IO responded on 20.03.2018
First Appeal to DO filed on -
DO responded on No response
Appeal to RTIC filed on 26.03.2018

Brief Background Facts

By the letter dated 08.03.2018 the Appellant has requested the following information with regard
to the ownership of the land titled NU/DS/2295

1. Copies of the Documents requested from the divisional secretariat, on 27.07.2017 with
regard to the registration of the land in the name of G.W. Podimenik, mother of the
appellant.

2. Affidavits and letters of requests made by W.M. Nandawathie , claiming rights over this
particular land.

3. Death Certificate of W.M. Koyinmenike, the elder sister of the appellant’s father.
4. Copies of the decisions taken at the committee report of the investigation conducted on

13.12.2017 in relation to the ownership of the land.
5. Copy of the report of the Grama Niladhari sent by divisional secretary to the

Commissioner General of Lands on 02.03.2018.

The Information Officer on 20.03.2018 responded stating that the 2nd information request
cannot be provided and shall be denied to access in terms of section 5 (1) (i) “subject to the
provisions of section 29(2)(c), the information has been supplied in confidence to the public
authority concerned by a third party and the third party does not consent to its disclosure”.
Hence the Public Authority has agreed to provide rest of the information.
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Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 26.03.2018.

Matters Arising During the Hearing:
The Appellant by letter dated 01st October 2018 submitted that he would not attend for the
commission hearing as the Appellant has received all the requested information from the Public
Authority. Therefore the appeal shall be withdrawn from the Commission.

Rule 30 (1) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66
published on 03.02.2017) states that

The Appellant, while an Appeal is pending, may at any time withdraw the Appeal by
forwarding to the Commission a memorandum in writing with reasons stated signed by
himself / herself a copy of which is served on the other party(ies), and the Commission
shall forthwith inform every other party of the withdrawal.

Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 states that

If the Commission is satisfied with the reasons stated for withdrawal in sub-rules (1) and
(2) above, it shall allow the withdrawal of the Appeal.

The Commission, under and in terms of Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission
Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66 published on 03.02.2017), being satisfied of the reasons
provided, permits the withdrawal of the Appeal.

*****


