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Rohanthi Perera v Ministry of Education

RTIC Appeal (In – person)/302/2018 (Order adopted as part of a formal meeting of the
Commission on 24.07.2018)

Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No 12 of 2016 and Record of
Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure)

Chairperson: Mahinda Gammampila

Commission Members: Kishali Pinto-Jayawardena

S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran

Justice Rohini Walgama

Present: Director-General. Piyathissa Ranasinghe

Appellant:Ms. Rohanthi Perera

Notice issued to: Sunil Hettiarachchi, Designated Officer (DO) Secretary, Ministry of

Education, Isurupaya, Battaramulla

Appearance/ Represented by:

Appellant - Ms. Rohanthi Perera, Executive Director, Sri Lanka Business Development
Center (SLBDC)

Mihirini Wakista, Consultant, SLBDC
PA - Prasad Weerasiri, Director NOR, Ministry of Education

RTI Request filed on: 07.03.2018, 08.03.2018

IO responded on: 23.03.2018 (Acknowledgement)
31.05.2018 (Response)

First Appeal to DO filed on: 29.03.2018

DO responded on: No response

Appeal to RTIC filed on: 26.04.2018

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant had by request dated 07.03.2018 and 08.03.2018 requested following
information respectively,

1. By a letter dated 07.03.2018, the Appellant requested a certified copy of the inquiry
held in relation to the incident which took place on February 17th, 2018 at a
Leadership Training Programme held at Wayamba Training Institute Wariyapola
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which resulted the death of Mrs. Rohini Kumari Atapattu, Principal, Suchi National
School, Hambantota and

2. By letter dated 08.03.2018, the Appellant requested the inquiry report of the
interdicted two Directors, [Director-Human Resource (HR) and Deputy Director-HR]
of Ministry of Education and removal of 11 other officers from their designated
positions as published in the newspaper article dated 02.03.2018 in the “Lankadeepa”
Newspaper.

As the Information Officer (IO) failed to respond within the time frame stipulated under the
Right to Information Act No.12. of 2016, the Appellant lodged an appeal with the DO on
29.03.2018. As the DO too failed to respond within 21 days, the Appellant preferred an
appeal to the Commission on 26.04.2018.

However, by letter dated 31.05.2018, Mr. H.Hewage (IO), Additional Secretary of the
Ministry of Education informed the Appellant that the matters relating to the inquiry report
had “not been concluded”.

Matters Arising During the Hearing

Reiterating the contents of the written submissions dated 16.07.2018 the Appellant submitted
as follows,

1. The Sri Lanka Business Development Center (SLBDC) conducts Outward Bound
Training Programmes in collaboration with Outward Trust- Sri Lanka (OBTSL), the
pioneer in adventure based and leadership development training in Sri Lanka. The
OBTSL is the only affiliate in Sri Lanka of Outward Bound International. The
SLBDC of which the Appellant is the Executive Director complies with International
Outward Bound Safety rules and SLSI standards,

2. Due to the unfortunate incident, which resulted in the death of the principal from
Suchi National School, Hambantota while undergoing an adventure based Leadership
programme conducted by another party on 17.02.2018, at the request of the Ministry
of Education (MOE), the SLBDC’s clients are concerned that the relevant programme
was conducted by SLBDC and as such SLBDC is responsible for the same,

3. Therefore in order to clear the SLBDC’s reputation, the Appellant wrote to the MOE
on 08.03.2018 addressed to the Secretary, of MOE and Additional Secretary/IO
Mr. .Hewage under the RTI Act requesting the inquiry report which recommended
interdiction of the two officers concerned and

4. If the relevant inquiry is not completed how can the MOE take disciplinary action
against officials, and subsequently pay compensation to the husband of the deceased,
as reported in the newspapers, by the MOE itself, if it had not completed the
investigation as it claimed in the response dated 31.05.2018.

Consequently, the MOE responded by producing a letter dated 24.07.2018 which stated that,

‘At the time of both the information request and the appeal, the relevant inquiry had
not been concluded and for that reason the response could not be provided. However, since
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the relevant recommendation had already been given, it will forward those recommendations
to the Commission under and in terms of the RTI Act.’

Order

It is noted that, the PA had responded to the notices of the Commission, by letter dated
24.07.2018 including the following recommendations of the inquiry concerned.

1. Sri Lanka Outdoor Adventure School at Mirigama which was the resource person for
the Self-Disciplinary and Institutional Disciplinary and Leadership Program
conducted by the Ministry of Education in the Year 2018 had been black listed,

2. Recommendation to hold such training programs only for required officers
considering the relevance of training programs that involve risky practices and

3. Recommendation to grant compensation under the Public Administration Circular
22/93 to the children and husband of the deceased Mrs.Rohini Kumari Atapattu.

Upon perusal of the letter dated 24.07.2018 by the PA, it is decided that the information be
provided to the Appellant together with the recommendations of the inquiry concerned.

Order is directed to be conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27 (3) of the Commission's
Rules on Fees and Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66, 03.02.2017).

The Appeal is concluded.

*****


