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Shankitha Gunaratne v. Department of Wildlife Conservation

RTIC Appeal 197/18- RTIC Appeal 197/18- Record of Proceedings under Rule 28 and Motion
for Withdrawal of an Appeal under Rule 30 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and
Appeal Procedure) - adopted as part of a formal meeting of the Commission on 09.05.2018

Chairperson: Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Members: Kishali Pinto-Jayawardena

S.G. Punchihewa
Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Justice Rohini Walgama

Director-General: Piyathissa Ranasinghe

Appellant: Ms. Shankitha Gunerathne
Notice Issued to: M. G. C. Sooriyabandara, Director General – Department of Wildlife

Conservation.

RTI Request filed on 29.09.2017
IO responded on 10.04.2017
First Appeal to DO filed on 20.12.2017
DO responded on No response
Appeal to RTIC filed on 09.02.2018

Brief Background Facts

The Appellant had requested the following items of information, by an information request dated
29.09.2017:

1. What are the types/ genera of corals protected in Sri Lanka;
2. If not protected can we import, sell or keep them;
3. If protected, are we allowed to import them;
4. What are the requirements, procedures, & steps in obtaining a permit;
5. Can a permit be obtained to import and keep locally;
6. What are the reptiles and amphibians protected in Sri Lanka;
7. Is it possible to obtain a license to import reptiles and amphibians;
8. Requirements, permissions and regulations to obtain the permit;
9. To what authority should a complain about illegal importers is to be informed;
10. What can be done if no action is done of illegal importation is informed
11. Who are the current and past import permit holders for corals, reptiles, amphibians.

In response to the request, by letter dated 18.12.2017, the IO stated that the PA is not bound to
release information that was provided by a third party. Further, the PA attached the report of a
meeting that was held on 26.10.2017 on the Medapitiya Minor Scale Hydro-power Project to
support the position that the IEE report did not sufficiently provide the information required to
be presented to the authority with observation of experts. Dissatisfied with this response, the
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Appellant lodged an appeal with the DO on 20.12.2017. As the DO failed to respond the
Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 23.02.2018.

Matters Arising During the Hearing:
The Appellant by letter dated 5th April, 2018 submitted that she seeks to withdraw the appeal to
the Commission.

Rule 30 (1) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66
published on 03.02.2017) states that

The Appellant, while an Appeal is pending, may at any time withdraw the Appeal by
forwarding to the Commission a memorandum in writing with reasons stated signed by
himself / herself a copy of which is served on the other party(ies), and the Commission
shall forthwith inform every other party of the withdrawal.

Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 states that

If the Commission is satisfied with the reasons stated for withdrawal in sub-rules (1) and
(2) above, it shall allow the withdrawal of the Appeal.

The Commission, under and in terms of Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission
Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66 published on 03.02.2017), being satisfied of the reasons
provided, permits the withdrawal of the Appeal.
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