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M.I NOWASATH V MINISTRY OF NATIONAL POLICIES, ECONOMIC AFFAIRS

RTIC Appeal 1470/2019- Record of Proceedings under Rule 28 and Motion for Withdrawal of
an Appeal under Rule 30 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure) - adopted as part of a formal meeting of the Commission on 05.11.2019.

Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Member: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa
Commission Member: Ms Kishali Pinto-Jayawardena
Commission Member: Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Commission Member: Justice Rohini Walgama

Appellant: M.I Nowasath
Notice issued to: Designated Officer, Ministry of National Policies

RTI Request filed on 05/02/2019
IO responded on No response
First Appeal to DO filed on 08/03/2019
DO responded on No response
Appeal to RTIC filed on 20/04/2019

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by request dated 05.02.2019 requested the following information;

Applications were called from all unemployment graduates of all parts of Sri Lanka on
06.08.2017- 08.09.2017 by your ministry for appointments as Trainee Development
officers. Accordingly, the Appellant made an application through online as well through
postal service. An interview was held on 19.04.2018 at 08.30 at the Public Management
Development Center of the District Secretariat of Ampara in this connection. Following
it up, another interview was held from 17.17.2017 to 19.07.2017 at the Divisional
Secretariat of Addalachenai in accordance with letter
No,MNPEA/REC/DO/2018/interview/P-II dated 14.06.2017 issued by your Ministry and
the letter No. ADM/ADMN/GRADU/10/04 dated 18.06.2017 issued by the Ampara
District Secretariat. However, no appointment has been made till now as though there
were media reports that the appointments would be made during the month of August,
September or October. We are disappointed as though we have been looking forward to
lo appointments, having completed our graduate education in 2011. According to Section
25(1)(2)
1. What is the reason for the delay or failure to take action to make the graduate trainees
‘appointment?
2. When these appointments are decided to be made? Need a copy of the decision passed
in this regard
3. It is a fact that appointments for 4100 graduates have already been made recently. On
what basis the appointments for these graduates will be made. I need a copy of the
decision passed in this regard.
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As the IO failed to respond within the time limit stipulated in the Act Appellant appealed to the
DO on 08/03/2019. As the DO failed to respond within the time stipulated under the Act, the
Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 20/04/2019.

Matters Arising During the Course of the Hearing:

The Appellant by letter dated 18/10/2019 informed the Commission, that he was withdrawing the
appeal.

Rule 30 (1) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66
published on 03.02.2017) states that

The Appellant, while an Appeal is pending, may at any time withdraw the Appeal by
forwarding to the Commission a memorandum in writing with reasons stated signed by
himself / herself a copy of which is served on the other party(ies), and the Commission
shall forthwith inform every other party of the withdrawal.

Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 states that

If the Commission is satisfied with the reasons stated for withdrawal in sub-rules (1) and
(2) above, it shall allow the withdrawal of the Appeal.

The Commission, under and in terms of Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission
Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66 published on 03.02.2017), being satisfied of the reasons
provided, permits the withdrawal of the Appeal.

*****


