
At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

1

Nuwan Thilakaratne V. Securities & Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka

RTIC Appeal 1437/2019- Record of Proceedings under Rule 28 and Motion for Withdrawal of
an Appeal under Rule 30 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure) - adopted as part of a formal meeting of the Commission on 05.11.2019.

Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Member: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa
Commission Member: Ms Kishali Pinto-Jayawardena
Commission Member: Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Commission Member: Justice Rohini Walgama

Appellant: Nuwan Thilakaratne
Notice issued to: Designated Officer, Securities &National Policies, Economic Affairs

RTI Request filed on 14/01/2019
IO responded on 31/01/2019
First Appeal to DO filed on 08/03/2019
DO responded on No response
Appeal to RTIC filed on 07/03/2019

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by request dated 14.01.2019 requested the following information;

1. The date of appointment and the date of acceptance of duties by Mr. Ranel T. Wijesinha the
present Chairman of the Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka
2. Please provide the following information regarding his foreign tours undertaken since the
acceptance of duties
I. Country of tour
II. Date of departure and arrival to Sri Lanka
Ianthe airline/company
IV. The class
V. The amount spent on air tickets
VI. The amount spent on visa (according to the countries)
VII. The name, address and email of the hotel where he was accommodated
VIII. The amount spent for hotel accommodation during the tour
IX. Any other bills spent in hotel
X. If there are any other expenses in regard to the tour, the reason for expenses and the amount
Xl. The amount granted by the Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka for the
Chairman's visit
(Please provide the amounts in US $ for questions from vii — xi)
3) Has the Chairman settled any payments he has obtained in regard to his foreign visits? If so
which tour and the amount?
4) The reason for the Chairman's participation (promotion, conference etc)
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5) Has any foreign or local institute sponsored the chairman's foreign visits? If so what is the
name and address of the institute? What sort of sponsorship?
6) Has any officers in the Securities and Exchange Commission of Sri Lanka accompanied the
foreign tours with the Chairman? If so the names and designations of the officers
7).Has Mr. Ranil T. Wijesinghe been in contract or accepted a position with the securities and
exchange commission of Sri Lanka prior to his appointment as chairman? If so when and what
was his position, his duties during the assigned period.

On 31/01/2019 the IO responded to the Appellant. Dissatisfied with the response of the IO the
Appellant lodged an appeal with the DO on 08/03/2019. As the DO failed to respond within the
time stipulated under the Act, the Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on
07/03/2019.

Matters Arising During the Course of the Hearing:
The Appellant by letter dated 01/11/2019 informed the Commission, that he was withdrawing the
appeal.
Rule 30 (1) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66
published on 03.02.2017) states that

The Appellant, while an Appeal is pending, may at any time withdraw the Appeal by
forwarding to the Commission a memorandum in writing with reasons stated signed by
himself / herself a copy of which is served on the other party(ies), and the Commission
shall forthwith inform every other party of the withdrawal.

Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission Rules of 2017 states that

If the Commission is satisfied with the reasons stated for withdrawal in sub-rules (1) and
(2) above, it shall allow the withdrawal of the Appeal.

The Commission, under and in terms of Rule 30 (3) of the Right to Information Commission
Rules of 2017 (Gazette No 2004/66 published on 03.02.2017), being satisfied of the reasons
provided, permits the withdrawal of the Appeal.
*****


