
At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

OLIVER FERNANDO .VS. LAND TITLE SETTLEMENT DEPARTMENT

RTIC APPEAL (in person) 103/2017 (order adopted as part of a formal meeting of

the Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act , No. 12 of 2016 and

Recorded of Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017.

Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila

Commission Members: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran

Justice P.R. Walgama

Present: Director-General Mr. Piyatissa Ranasinghe

Appellant: M. O.G.E. Fernando

Notice issued to : Deputy Commissioner of Land Settlement- Divisional Office

Appearance / Represented:

Appellant: Absent

PA : T.H. Dharmadasa , Assistant Commissioner

RTI Request filed on: 29.03.2017

IO responded on: 23.05.2017 ( after the appeal to DO)

First Appeal to DO filed on: 24.04.2017



DO responded on: no response

Appeal to RTIC filed on: 07.06.2017

Briefly stated facts in appeal:

Appellant by his request dated 29.03.2017 requested the information from the IO,

in that has stated thus;

Bimsaviya Ownership certificates bearing Nos. 2523517 and 2523518 relating to the

Land/plot Nos. 269 and 270 as depicted in cadastral plan bearing No. 520206, in

relation to the above lots of division 4, which was made by the Surveyors

Department for the purpose of the settlement of the land disputes in the G.S.

division No. 552 at Idama Moratuwa.

1. Is it in the custody of your office

2. If not where have the certificates been given to, and when have they been

given,

3. What were the factors led to the issuance of such under the name of the

Moratuwa Municipal Council,

4. As the person in possession of the land to which the certificate relates to

him is he not entitled to have the same, cannot the PA do so.

5. If the PA cannot what is the reason,

6. Can the copies of the Bimsaviya Certificate Nos. 2523517 and 2523518 be

given to the Appellant who is the present possessor of the said land.

7. If not reason for such refusal.

It is observed by the letter dated 31.03.2017 that the IO of the Moratuwa

Municipal Council has responded thus;

As per request No,1 the relevant Bimsaviya Certificate is not in the custody of

Municipal Council of Moratuwa, as such request Nos 2,3,4 has no relevance.



In response to the request No. 5 it is stated that the IO had made a request

to obtain the certificate in issue from the Land Title Settlement Department, and

had undertaken to inform the Appellant once the same being received.

Being dissatisfied with the response of the IO the appellant had appealed to the

DO of the Registrar of Lands Nugegoda, by his appeal dated 24.04.2017. Subsequent

to the above appeal to the DO, the IO of Land Title Department Divisional Office

Moratuwa has responded and had stated that the certificate in issue is not in the

possession of the PA and to inquire from the Registrar General’s Office.

Consequently the Registrar General’s Department, Land And District Registry

Nugegoda has replied the Commission by its letter dated 04.01.2018 with a copy to

the Appellant and had stated thus;

That the Cadastral Map bearing No. 520206 divisions N0. 4 and Lot No. 269 and

270 pertaining to the above title certificate is in the custody of the above

Registry. And had stated further that the Appellant should tender the Deeds

relevant to his title to the Land Title Settlement Department. The above information

was released by said Registrar General’s Office at Nugegoda, by the letter dated

09.01.2018.

The appeal was fixed for the hearing on 16.08.2018.

When this matter was taken up hearing Appellant did not make his appearance, PA

was represented by an authorised Officer and informed the Commission that the

requested information by the Appellant has been already released to him.

Hence in the above context the Commission was inclined to affirm the decision

of the DO.

Accordingly the appeal is concluded.



Order is directed to be conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27(3) of the

Commission’s Rules and fees and Appeal procedures Gazette No. 2004/66,

03.02.2017.)

*****


