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G. Dileep Amuthan v. Governor’s Secretariat, Northern Province 
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Commission Members:  Ms. Kishali Pinto-Jayawardena 

                                                      Mr. S.G. Punchihewa 

                                                      Justice A.W.A. Salam 

                                                      Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran 

 

Appellant: Mr. G. Dileep Amuthan, 361, Kasthuriyar Road, Jaffna. 

Notice issued to: Mr. L. Elangovan, Designated Officer/Secretary to the Governor, Governor’s 

Secretariat, Northern Province 

Represented by: J.X. Selvanayagam, Information Officer/Assistant Secretary, Governor’s 

Secretariat. The Commission is in receipt of a letter from the Designated Officer stating his 

inability to attend the hearing since his presence was required at official events during the same 

time. The Commission allows the Information Officer to represent the Public Authority. 

Present at Hearing: Piyathissa Ranasinghe, Director General, Right to Information Commission 

 

The Appellant had requested the travel details abroad of the 33 Provincial Councillors and 5 

Ministers of the Northern Provincial Council where permission had been sought and obtained 

from the Governor. The Appellant states in response to his request he was told by the 

information officer that he would be given the information but was only provided with details 

of an official trip that some members had undertaken. This was a study trip the Councillors had 

taken in their official capacity and not on a private capacity.  

 

The Appellant stated that on 12th August 2017 he received a letter informing him that his 

information request was not clear. The letter he states did not indicate why it was not clear. 

The Public Authority claimed to have complied with the information request, and could not it 

stated provide information on an additional request. The Appellant states that he had not made 

an additional request but that his initial information request was framed generally and he was 

only provided part information. The Appellant accepted that he was satisfied with the details 

relating to official trips abroad but required information on private trips for which permission 

was granted by the Governor.  
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The Governor’s Secretariat said such information was private as it belonged to private persons. 

The Commission queried from the Appellant as to what link he drew between public interest 

and details on private trips abroad. The Appellant stated that the mere fact of obtaining 

permission from the Governor showed that the a Councillor/ Minister of the Council was not 

an ordinary person, but a person who is responsible to the public whom he represents and 

therefore the public needs to be aware of these details. The Commission then inquired as to 

whether it would be adequate for the Appellant if he received only the number of times each 

Councillor obtained permission to travel abroad, without specifying the country travelled to 

and other private details of travel. The Public Authority indicated it was willing to provide such 

information. The Appellant indicated that he considered such information as fulfilling his 

information request.  

 

Order:  

Of consent, the Public Authority is directed to provide the information agreed upon i.e. number 

of times each Councillor/Minister of the Council has travelled abroad after obtaining 

permission of the Governor.  This information should be provided by the 14th of September 

2017, with copy to the RTI Commission.  

 

The Appeal is concluded. 

 

***** 

 


