
At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

I.L. Abdul Latheef vs. Department of Muslim Religious and Cultural Affairs

RTIC Appeal (In-Person Hearing)/432/2018- Order adopted as part of a formal meeting of the

Commission on 19.11.2018.

Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 and Record of

Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal

Procedure)

Chairperson: Mr.MahindaGammampila

Commission Members: Dr. SelvyThiruchandran

Justice Rohini Walgama

Director-General Mr. Piyathissa Ranasinghe

Appellant: I.L. Abdul Latheef

Notice Issued to: Secretary, Department of Muslim Religious and CulturalAffairs

Appearance/Represented by:

Appellant Absent

PA Assistant Director, M.N.S. Riyasa

RTI Request filed on 20.08.2017

IO responded on No response

First Appeal to DO filed on Appealed after the lapse of two weeks

DO responded on No response
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Appeal to RTIC filed on 20.04.2018

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by his letter dated 20.08.2017 requested the following information and raised the

queries stated below, with regard to an alienation of plot of land by the trustees of Addalaichenai

Grant Mosque to a government institution to construct a school.

1. Who donated the particular plot of land mentioned in the newspaper to Addalaichenai

Grant Mosque on trust / Wakf ?

2. What was the purpose of the donator of the land as mentioned in his deed ?

3. A copy of the deed by which the land had been donated to the mosque?

4. Can the trustees of any registered mosque alienate any of immovable property of wakf to

any other institutions?

5. Did Board of Trustees of Addalaichenai Grant Mosque seek the permission of Wakf

Board before the alienation of the plot of land in question?

6. Did Wakf Board take any action against the trustees of Addalaichenai Grant Mosque in

terms of Section 21 of Wakf Act on the allegation of fraud and misuse of property by

trustees?

7. Did Wakf Boardinstitute legal action to recover the land alienated to the government to

build a school?

As the Information Officer failed to respond within the time period stipulated under the Act the

Appellant after the lapse of two weeks lodged an appeal with the Designated Officer. As the

Designated Officer too failed to respond with the time period stipulated under the Act the

Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 20.04.2018.

Matters Arising During the Hearing:

The Appellant was absent. The Commission paid attention to the letter sent by Public Authority,

dated 23.07.2018 stating that the Authority have taken steps to send two letters, answering the

information request, to the Appellant through register post but on both occasions letters have
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been returned to the Public Authority. Hence the post office on 19.07.2018 had informed the

Public Authority that the Appellant refused to accept the letters.

Order:

As the Appellant was absent for the hearing and the answers for his information request, posted

by the Public Authority had failed to reach the appellant the Commission directs the Public

Authority to handover the copy of the reply posted to the appellant to the Commission. Thereby

the commission will send the same to the Appellant.

Order is directed to be conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27 (3) of the Commission's

Rules on Fees and Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66, 03.02.2017).

The Appeal is concluded.

************


