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N.H. Hyder Ali vs. Agrarian Development District Office Ampara

RTICAppeal(in person)/- 215/2018Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No 12 of
2016 and Record of Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and
Appeal Procedure) – heard as part of a formal meeting of the Commission on 22.10.2018.
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Appellant Hyder Ali represented by S.M.I. Rahuman Ulla
PA I.L.A. Harlik, AD

RTI Request filed on 16.01.2018
IO responded on 29.01.2018
First Appeal to DO filed on 06.02.2018
DO responded on 14.02.2018
Appeal to RTIC filed on 22.02.2018

Brief Factual Background:

As per the submissions made by the Appellant the paddy land in issue was leased to one Isma
Lebbe Mohamed Faseel by his wife Ahamed Nohamed DilsathBegam. He has established a gas
station named ‘Lanka Farm House and Lanka Filling station’.

The Appellant by his letter dated 16.01.2018seeks to know whether approval has been sought for
this act by either of the two aforementioned persons. If yes;

1. Was approval granted for the land reclamation for this purpose?
2. Thenumber and date of the letter of approval.
3. Has a land area in excess for which approval was granted been reclaimed? if yes, the

extent of land filled in excess.
4. What is the total extent of the land reclaimed for the purposes of the gas station?
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The Information officer on 29.01.2018 responded stating that only the western side is denoted as
a paddy land even though the whole land has been registered as paddy land and according to the
deed no 4297 that no permission had been granted to use this land for any other purpose. Further,
the Public Authority reiterated that since the permission to establish a gas station was not granted,
addressing the 1st, 2nd and 3rditems of the information request becomes irrelevant. The extent of
the land which was reclaimed for the purpose of the gas station is 22 m in width and 62 m in
length. Dissatisfied with the response of the Information Officer the Appellant lodged an appeal
with the Designated Officer. The Designated officer responded on 14.02.2018 affirming the
response of the Information Officer in the same manner. Dissatisfied with the response of the
Designated Officer the Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 22.02.2018.

Matters Arising During the Hearing:
The Appellant was absent for the commission hearing. However, Mr. S.M.I. Rahuman Ulla
represented the appellant. The Appellant submitted that the commissioner General, Agrarian
Development informed the appellant through a letter that the relevant legal action has to been
taken by additional commissioner of Agrarian Development Ampara, since such information is
not within the department.

The Public Authority answering the 1stitem of the information request submitted that no such
approval has been granted by the Public Authority for land reclamation. Since there is no such
approval given on the first instance the 2nditem requested information, which is the number and
the date of a letter of approval is not available. Similarly, since no approval has been granted, the
3rditem information requested too cannot be given. Hence it has become irrelevant to provide the
above stated information requested.

Answering the 4thitem of requested information on the total extent of the land filled for the
purpose of the filling station, the Public Authority informed that he himself visited the particular
land and measured the extent which is of 22m width 62 m in length. However, the Appellant
submitted that he has not checked the accuracy of the above extent given by the public authority.

The Public authority further submitted that they will conduct the inquiry with regard to the letter
of demand. The commission then ordered the public authority to send the response to the
commission which is provided to the appellant.

Order:
The Commission observes that providing answers to the three items of information requested by
the Appellant becomes irrelevant since no approval in the first instance has been granted for the
establishment of a gas station named ‘Lanka Farm House and Lanka Filling station’. It is also
observed that the 4th information requested has been provided by the Public Authority.
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Order is directed to be conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27 (3) of the Commission's
Rules on Fees and Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66, 03.02.2017).

The Appeal is concluded.

************


