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Commission Member: Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran

Commission Member: Justice Rohini Walgama

Commission Member: S.G. Punchihewa

Appellant: Dulshan Ellawala

Notice issued to: , Post master General, Post Office

Appearance/ Represented by:

Appellant – Dulshan Ellawala

PA – R.Gunarathne, Senior Admin Officer

RTI Request filed on 14.05.2018

IO responded on 17.05.2018 (Acknowledgement) /22.06.2018

First Appeal to DO filed on 20.06.2018 / 25.06.2018

DO responded on No response

Appeal to RTIC filed on 18.07.2018

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by his letter dated 26.02.2018 has requested the following information
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Information regarding the rejection to sell copies of the book titled ‘The World first Postage
stamp issued in philatelic history’ at the sales counter of the Philatelic Bureau.

1. Has the Postmaster General rejected my request to sell copies of the book titled ‘The
World first Postage stamp issued in philatelic history’ at the sales counter of the Philatelic
Bureau in his letter No.CPB/ SA/ 162/2017 dated 2017.07.25?

2. What are the incorrect information pointed out by the Stamp Advisory Committee?
3. What is the date on which the decision in relation to the 1st question was arrived by the

Stamp Advisory Committee?
4. Names of the members of the Advisory Committee who attended on the relevant date.
5.

a. Copy of the signed attendance sheet of the members referred to in question 4?
b. If Public Authority you are unable to provide me with it, on what grounds?

6.
a. Copy of a letter signed by the members of the Stamp Advisory Committee which

is to the effect that the copies of the book referred to in question No.1 is not fit for
sale at the sales counter of the Philatelic Bureau?

b. If Public Authority unable to provide me with it, on what grounds?

7. What are the names and the relevant addresses of the members of the Stamp Advisory
Committee appointed by the relevant Minister for the year 2017?

8.
9.

a. Have these appointments by the Minster been published in the Parliamentary
Gazette?

b. What is the date and number of reference of the aforementioned Gazette?
10.

a. Copies of the letters of appointments of the members of the Stamp Advisory
Committee?

b. If you are unable to provide me with them, on what grounds?

11.
a. Were other persons other than the members of the Committee present at the

meeting referred to in question 3?
b. If so, what are the names and the designations of such persons?

Information relating to the prohibition of the sale of the book titled ‘Ellawela’s Ceylon Sri Lanka
Stamp Catalogue ‘authored by me.

12. Has the Postmaster ordered the prohibition of sale of the book titled ‘Ellawela’s Ceylon
Sri Lanka Stamp Catalogue ‘ at the Colombo Stamp Show premises in his letter No.CPB/
SA/08/2018 dated 2018.03.23?

13.
a. Have the Stamp Advisory Committee decided that stamp replicas of the book

‘Postage Stamp of Sri Lanka (Volume 1)’ have been copied to the ‘Ceylon Sri
Lanka Stamp Catalogue’ without authorization?



At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

b. If so, have expert evidence or evidence been obtained before arriving at such
decision?

c. If such evidence have been obtained, what are they?

14. What are the names and the relevant addresses of the members of the Stamp Advisory
Committee appointed by the relevant Minister for the year 2018?

15.
a. Have these appointments by the Minster been published in the Parliamentary

Gazette?
b. What is the date and number of reference of the aforementioned Gazette?

16.
a. Copies of the letters of appointments of the members of the Stamp Advisory

Committee?
b. If Public Authority is unable to provide me with them, on what grounds?

17.
a. Names of the members of the Stamp Advisory Committee who were present for

the meeting on 23.03.2018
b. Copy of the signed attendance sheet of the members present?

18. Names and designations of the persons other than the members of the Advisory
Committee who were present at the meeting

Information related to the book titled ‘Postage Stamp of Sri Lanka (Volume 1)’ published by the
Department of Posts

19.
a. Has power been vested in Anura Samaraweera to prepare an official digitization

method of the book ‘Postage Stamp of Sri Lanka (Volume 1)’ published by the
Department of Posts?

b. If so, which authority has vested such power in him?
c. Could you send me a copy of the letter vesting such power?

20. What are the newspapers and the relevant dates that contained the notice calling tenders
to prepare the book ‘Postage Stamp of Sri Lanka (Volume 1)’?

21. Names of those who applied for the aforementioned tender in question 19 and the
corresponding prices

22. With reference to question 19, on what basis has Anura Samaraweera been selected?
23. Number of copies printed, the number of copies sold as of now and the expenditure on

printing of the book ‘Postage Stamp of Sri Lanka (Volume 1)’

The Information Officer on 20.06.2018 responded to the Appellant stating that the information

requested had been provided by the Director and has been annexed to the response. Dissatisfied

with the response of the Information Officer the Appellant lodged an appeal with the Designated

Officer on 25.06.2018. The Designated officer had only acknowledged the information request
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on 28.06.2018. As the Designated officer too failed to respond within the time period stipulated

under the Act the Appellant preferred an appeal to the Commission on 18.07.2018.

Matters Arising During the Course of the Hearing:

Both parties were present. The Appellant submitted that he has received all the responses to the

information requests except the committee report, referred by the request numbered as X5, which

is a sub question which arise out of item no 22 of the information request. The Public Authority

submitted that they need time to check whether the requested information is in their possession.

Hence the Public Authority agreed to inform the same to Appellant within two weeks and copy

the commission.

Order:

The Commission observes that the Appellant cannot request for new information other than what

is stated in the information request. Nevertheless as the requested committee report is part of the

22nd item of information request which had been already provided, the Commission ordered the

Public Authority to inform the Appellant within two weeks whether they could provide the same

if it is in their possession or to inform if it is not in their possession.

The Appeal is hereby concluded.

Order is conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27 (3) of the Commission's Rules on Fees and

Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66, 03.02.2017).


