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U. L. Abdul Ameer v. Ministry of Public Administration and Management

RTIC Appeal (Documentary Proceedings)/146/2017- Order adopted subsequent to
consideration of the matter at the meetings held on 10.01.2018)
Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No 12 of 2016 and Record of
Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure)

Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Members: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Present: Director-General Mr. PiyathissaRanasinghe

Appellant: U. L. Abdul Ameer
Notice Issued to: Mr. J.J. Rathnasiri, Secretary, Ministry Public Administration /

Designated Officer

RTI Request filed on 20.04.2017

IO responded on 04.05.2017

First Appeal to DO filed on 12.05.2017

DO responded on No response

Appeal to RTIC filed on 03.08.2017

Brief Background Facts

The Appellant had requested the following information, by an information request dated
20.04.2017

A copy of the decision of the PR Committee (established by Public Administration
Circular 09/2015 dated 17.04.2015) of the Ministry of Public Administration
pertaining to the Appellant’s application dated 26.04.2015.

The Information Officer (IO) by RTI04 form dated 04.05.2017 had agreed to provide the
information and had forthwith attached a letter dated 28.04.2017 whereby the Additional
Secretary (Public Administration) of the Public Authority (PA) had informed the Additional
Secretary (Investigation, Research and Monitoring)/ the IO, that the PA is unable to “to find
any details since Mr. U. L. A. Ameer, (the Appellant), had been absent before the Appeal
Committee”.
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Upon being unsatisfied with the response of the IO, the Appellant had made an appeal to the
Designated Officer (DO) on 12.05.2017. Upon receiving no response from the DO, the
Appellant made an appeal to the Commission by letter dated 03.08.2017.

Matters Arising During the Hearing

Neither the Appellant nor the PA had submitted written submissions presenting their case as
instructed by the notices of the Commission dated 20.12.2017.

Order

Due to the insufficiency of material before the Commission to come to a decision on the
matter, the Appeal is postponed, granting further time for the parties to substantiate their case.

The Appeal is adjourned to 08.02.2018.

****

RTIC Appeal (Documentary Proceedings)/146/2017- Order adopted subsequent to
consideration of the matter at the meetings held on 08.02.2018)
Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No 12 of 2016 and Record of
Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure)

Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Members: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Present: Director-General Mr. Piyathissa Ranasinghe

Appellant: U. L. Abdul Ameer
Notice Issued to: Mr. J.J. Rathnasiri, Secretary, Ministry Public Administration /

Designated Officer

Matters Arising During the Hearing

The Appellant and the PA have submitted written submissions by letters dated 09.01.2018
(received by the Commission on 24.01.2018) and 08.01.2018 (received by the Commission
on 12.01.2018) respectively.

Therein, the PA had submitted that an appeal submitted by Mr. U.L. Abdul Ameer as per
Public Administration Circular 09/2015 and that even though he was called to the Committee



At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

3

established at this Ministry for an investigation with regard to the said appeal on 27.11.2015,
he had not participated in the said investigation. Since the Investigation Committee appointed
had made recommendations only for the Appellants who made submissions appearing before
the Commission, the Committee had not taken a decision in respect of the Appellant’s
application dated 20.04.2017. Furthermore, the written submissions submitted by the
Appellant dated 09.01.2018 evinced that he had received a response by the PA by letters
dated 01.08.2017 and 13.11.2017 stating the same.

In his written submissions dated 09.01.2018, the Appellant has requested the Commission to
take necessary steps to direct the Authority concerned to reconsider its decision and provide
him with reliefs in terms of Public Administration Circular No.09/2015.

Order

Section 3 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No 12 of 2016 states;
Subject to the provisions of section 5 of this Act, every citizen shall have a right of
access to information which is in the possession, custody or control of a public
authority.

The right of the citizen to acquire information from a PA arises under Section 3 in respect of
information in the possession, custody or control of the PA. In the instant matter, we note that
the PA has provided the information available in its possession in respect of the Appellant’s
information request dated 20.04.2017.

Although the Appellant had requested the Commission to take steps to direct the PA to
reconsider its decision in its substantive respects and looking at the legality of the said
decision, that task is not within the scope and function of this Commission established under
and in terms of the RTI Act.
The decision of the DO is hereby affirmed.
The Appeal is concluded. Order is directed to be conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27
(3) of the Commission's Rules on Fees and Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66,
03.02.2017).

*****


