
At the Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka

W.D. Galgodalla vs. SANASA (Samupakara Naya Dena Samithiya)

RTIC Appeal (Documentary Proceeding) 676/2018- Order adopted as part of a formal meeting

of the Commission on 29.07.2019.

Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 and Record of

Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal

Procedure)

Chairperson: Mr.Mahinda Gammampila

Commission Members: S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran

Justice Rohini Walgama

Appellant: W.D. Galgodalla

Notice Issued to: Designated Officer, Wataraka, East Wijaya SANASA Society

RTI Request filed on 02.05.2018

IO responded on No response

First Appeal to DO filed on 17.07.2018

DO responded on No response

Appeal to RTIC filed on 16.08.2018

Brief Factual Background:

The Appellant by letter dated 02.05.2018 had requested the following information.

1. Certified photocopies of documents indicating the updated version of attendance during

the years 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017 and 2018

2. Was the decision to invalidate my membership (when the registry of members of the

society was updated in 2018) made by the Board of Directors/ Committees? If so, I

request certified copies of the names, designations and addresses of the Board of

Directors and the Committee members.

3. Certified copy of the registry of attendance indicating the attendance of members at the

General Meeting held on the 04.03.2018
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4. Certified photocopy of the minutes of the General Meeting held on the 04.03.2018

5. Certified photocopy of the amended and approved interim constitution

6. Certified photocopy of the series of committee orders which are approved and authorized

by the Deputy Commissioner for Cooperative Development.

As the Information Officer failed to respond within the time period stipulated under the Act the

Appellant on 17.07.2018 lodged an appeal with the Designated Officer. As the Designated

Officer too failed to respond within the time period stipulated under the Act the Appellant

preferred an appeal to the Commission on 16.08.2018.

Matters Arising During the Hearing:

The Public Authority by the letter dated 26.02.2019 acknowledged the appeal from the

Commission. However, they have failed to provide responses to the information request. The

Appellant by his letter dated 08.04.2019 informed the failure on the part of the Public Authority

to provide a due response further submitted that his name had been taken out of the society

membership registry without informing him in writing. Hence the Appellant being the aggrieved

party seeks to receive the responses to the requested information in order to take legal action.

Order:

The Public Authority had failed to provide a prompt response within the time period stipulated.

Therefore the Commission orders the Public Authority to release the information request if it is

in their possession custody and control, complying with section 3 of the Right to Information Act

no 12 of 2016 which reads as follows;

“Subject to the provisions of section 5 of this Act, every citizen shall have a right of access to

information which is in the possession, custody or control of a public authority.”

The Appeal is hereby concluded.

Order is hereby conveyed to both parties in terms of Rule 27 (3) of the Commission's Rules on

Fees and Appeal Procedures (Gazette No. 2004/66, 03.02.2017).
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