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W.H.M.D. Wijekumari v Wayamba University of Sri Lanka

RTICAppeal (In-Person)/124/2018 (Order adopted subsequent to proceedings of a formal
meeting of the Commission held on 26.04.2018)

Order under Section 32 (1) of the Right to Information Act, No 12 of 2016 and Record of
Proceedings under Rule 28 of the Right to Information Rules of 2017 (Fees and Appeal
Procedure)
Chairperson: Mr. Mahinda Gammampila
Commission Members: Mr. S.G. Punchihewa

Dr. Selvy Thiruchandran
Justice Rohini Walgama

Present: Director-General Mr. Piyathissa Ranasinghe

Appellant: Ms. W.H.M.D. Wijekumari
Notice Issued to: Vice- Chancellor, Wayamba University of Sri Lanka (WUSL)

Appearance/ Represented by:
Appellant - Ms. W.H.M.D. Wijekumari

Public Authority - M. D. I. P. Wijenayake, Senior Assistant Registrar (WUSL)

RTI request filed on 02.12.2017
IO responded on No response
First Appeal to DO filed on 19.12.2017
DO responded on No response
Appeal to RTIC filed on 09.01.2017

Brief factual Background:
The Appellant by request dated 02.12.2017 had requested the following;
Information related to the interview conducted on 24 October 2017 to recruit a lecturer
(probationary) to the Department of Horticulture and Landscape Gardening of Wayamba
University of Sri Lanka.

1. The full names and addresses of the interview panel of said interview
2. Names and Addresses of the candidates who participated in the said interview
3. Certified copies of the applications of the said candidates
4. Certified copies of the council minutes related to said appointment

Upon the IO’s failure to respond to the information request, the Appellant had appealed to the
DO on 19.12.2017. As the DO too failed to respond the Appellant preferred an appeal to the
Commission on 09.01.2017.
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Matters Arising During the Course of the Hearing:

During the hearing, the Appellant made submissions on the context in which the information
request was made. Based on the submissions made it appeared that the Appellant sought to
obtain the information in order to ascertain whether the procedure in relation to the recruitment
of a lecturer to the Department of Horticulture and Landscape Gardening was done without
prejudice caused to the Appellant who was also an applicant.
The PA responding to the notices of the Commission in writing had submitted information in
relation to item No. 4 i.e. certified copies of the council minutes relating to the appointment of a
lecturer (probationary) to the Department of Horticulture and Landscape Gardening. The PA had
denied the information requested in items 1, 2 and 3 on the basis that the ‘information is personal
and the Appellant had no relationship to any public activity or interest.’

Order:
It is noted that the PA has annexed item 4 of the information request to its written submission to
the Commission dated 23.04.2018. In relation to items 1 and 2 the Commission fails to see how
the provision of details of an interview panel of the PA and the names and addresses of the
applicants respectively cause an unwarranted invasion of privacy. The PA is directed to release
the information requested by items 1 and 2 within two weeks of the receipt of this order with a
copy to the Commission. With respect to the third item the Commission affirms the decision of
the PA in that the applications of the candidates may contain information which if released will
cause an unwarranted invasion of privacy, in a context where there is no larger public interest.
The Appeal is concluded.
[NOTE: The representative on behalf of the PA, M. D. I. P. Wijenayake Senior Assistant
Registrar (WUSL), PA failed to appear in time for the hearing. However he arrived subsequently
at which point the decision was communicated.]
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