
 
 

 

“Advancing RTI for the Public Good” 
 

UN International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) 

and 

    Marking Completion of the Five Year Term of the First RTI Commission of Sri Lanka (2016-2021) 

 

The International Day for Universal Access to Information (IDUAI) proclaimed by the 74th UN General Assembly 

falls on 28th September, 2021.  The theme of IDUAI- 2021 highlights the role of laws relating to access to 

information and their implementation. Member countries are called upon to build strong institutions for the public 

good, to achieve the goals of sustainable development and strengthen the Right to Information (RTI) for the benefit 

of the citizenry.  

                              Sri Lanka’s Contribution to the Theme of IDUAI 2021 

Sri Lanka's Right to Information Act, No. 12 of 2016 ('RTI Act’), unanimously enacted by the Parliament on 4th 

August 2016, has enriched public life and enabled citizens to combat corruption and promote accountability in state 

and non-state institutions.   

Further, a citizen’s right to access of information was introduced as a Fundamental Right by the 19th Amendment 

to the Constitution in 2015, and continued in the 20th Amendment to the Constitution in 2020. Article 14A of the 

Constitution states that, “every citizen shall have the right of access to any information as provided for by law, 

being information that is required for the exercise or protection of a citizen’s right held by state authorities”. 

Since the enactment of the RTI Act, we have been inspired by the vigour with which the Act has been used, from 

information release on infrastructure, better health facilities and environment protection to matters of state 

accountability at the highest levels of the Government. We are confident that the culture of refusal of information 

that has long been prevalent in Sri Lanka is gradually changing for the better. 

As an independent Commission in which confidence is reposed by both citizens and Public Authorities, the 

Commission has fulfilled its primary adjudicatory role in the public interest, having regard to the need to foster a 

culture of transparency and accountability in Public Authorities. In furtherance of its mandate, the Commission has 

respectively, during 2017-2019 and in 2020 ordered information disclosure (fully and/or partially) in 84% and in 

78.7% of appeals filed by citizens before the Commission.  

As we advance in our Right to Information journey, it is of the highest importance that the information 

empowerment of the citizenry through the RTI regime, consisting of the constitutional Right to Information (Article 

14A), the RTI Act and an independent RTI Commission as guaranteed by law, continue for the betterment of the 

country.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right to Information Commission of Sri Lanka 

Room No 203-204, Block 2, 

BMICH, Bauddhaloka Mawatha.  

Colombo 07. 

Tel           - +94 011 269 1625/ +94 011 269 1007 
Web - www.rticommission.lk 

 

http://www.rticommission.lk/


 


